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Dear Kingsbury,

Here's the latest on what's going on in Kingsbury!

Kingsbury VFD Pancake Breakfast

The Annual Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Department Pancake Breakfast is coming up this Saturday!

This fun event will be at the Fire Station from 7 am to 11 am on Saturday, May 4th.  Our fire-fighters will not only 
be cooking, flipping, and serving up delicious pancakes, but also a selection of other breakfast goodies like 

hash browns, sausage, eggs, bacon, coffee, and OJ.  Sit and have a fun breakfast at the fire station or get it to 
go.  This annual fundraiser benefits our Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Department and the plates are $6 for adults 
and $5 for kids.  It's not an all-you-can-eat buffet, but you won't walk away hungry!!  Come out and support our 

fire fighters and first-responders and get a delicious breakfast to boot!

And since it will be on Star Wars Day ("May the fourth be with you."), the Kingsbury VFD will commemorate the 
fun day with a limited number of Star Wars themed pancakes!  How fun is that?!
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After filling up on breakfast goodies at the Fire Station, head on down to the Old Kingsbury Aerodrome for the 
Spring Wings & Wheels Fly-In!  Check out the details below.

Spring Wings & Wheels Fly-In

On Saturday May 4th, after washing down some delicious pancakes and hash browns with OJ at the Kingsbury 
VFD Pancake Breakfast, head on down to the "Wings & Wheels" Spring Fly-In at the Old Kingsbury Aerodrome 

(190 Pershing Ln.).  

Wings & Wheels is an aviation oriented gathering where the Pioneer Flight Museum rolls out its unique 
collection of vintage planes, cars, trucks, and motorcycles while hosting a fly-in where other pilots bring in their 

aircraft, old and new, for one big show.

There will be food trucks and other vendors on site along with re-enactors portraying civilian and military life 
during WWI and the early days of aviation.  Bring the whole family and enjoy all the sights, sounds, and smells!

To find out more, check out the web page or visit them on FaceBook.

Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Department

Regular meetings of the Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Department are scheduled for the first Thursday of each 
month at 7:30 at KVFD Fire Station #1.  The next is



Thursday, May 2nd

Stop by to learn what you can do to help your community as a firefighter, a supporter, or as a first-responder.

The KVFD Auxiliary has their meetings on the first Thursday of most months starting in March.  The next 
meeting of 2019 will be Thursday, May 2nd and all meetings start at 6:00 p.m. in the Kingsbury VFD fire station. 

 Come by and be a part of the awesome KVFD Auxiliary!

Texan Dazzles King

This week in history, on May 3rd, 1903, stuntman and Texas native Robert B. Vandervoort performed his famed 
loop-the-loop bicycle stunt for King Edward VII at a command performance in London.

Vandervoort was born in 1869 in Corpus Christi. Brought up by his widowed mother, Ellen Sims, and her 
husband, Richard J. Shirley, Vandervoort was known as a daredevil even as a child. He reportedly walked a 

500-foot slack wire over a part of Corpus Christi Bay when he was still a boy, in order to humiliate the 
professional performer and the promoter who had arranged the show. In 1891, Vandervoort moved to Brooklyn, 
New York, where he worked as an electrician. After watching Joseph Mack, who was the first to attempt a loop-
the-loop in Madison Square Garden September 8, 1901, Vandervoort set to work trying to accomplish the feat 

without bodily harm. Mack broke his leg in his attempt to do a complete circle. Vandervoort helped build a loop-
the-loop forty feet in diameter at Sea Beach Palace at Coney Island. H. L. Stewart made an attempt to do the 

loop-the-loop there on October 16, 1901. He was successful the first time, but could not repeat the 
accomplishment. Vandervoort decided to give it a try. To make the runway more visible, he painted a black line 

down the middle. He depended entirely on coasting down the slope, keeping to the middle of the path marked by 
a black stripe. With practice, he found he could do the loop-the-loop every time needed. Vandervoort chose the 

stage name "Diavolo" and demonstrated the feat numbers of times.

He made a tour of Europe, had a fourteen-week engagement in Berlin, and had a command performance before 
King Edward VII on May 3, 1903, in London. His career was brought to a tragic end on November 20, 1906, 

when a railway car in which he was sleeping overturned near Rome, New York.

Mother's Day Weekend In Downtown Kingsbury



There's all kinds of fun going in downtown Kingsbury on Mother's Day weekend!

First, there will be a group art show opening on Friday, May 10th, featuring the paintings of Jessica Ward of San 
Antonio, fiber art by Donna Maske of Seguin, and felt work by Katz Ashbury of Seguin.

The show opens in Downtown Kingsbury at 6 PM with a cash bar and snacks.

Stay for the live music with local band Firewater taking the stage at 8 PM.

The show is free and open to the public!

Then, on Saturday, May 11th, there will be another Farm To Table Feast!

  The four course meal will feature purely local meat and produce as well as an offering from BS Brewing and 
Blue Lotus Winery. Tickets for the four course meal in Downtown Kingsbury are $50.

To check out the menu and purchase tickets just    

As if all that wasn't enough, there will be a Felting Workshop on Sunday, May 12th.

Marti Swanson and Donna Maske will lead a 3 hour fiber arts workshop at 1 PM in Downtown Kingsbury. They 
will teach students how to print with botanicals using eco-printing on fabric, wet felting to create a vessel, and 

more! There will be a $50 Materials Fee to attend the workshop.

Advanced registration required.  



All mothers who attend the workshop will receive a free glass of wine or beverage of their choice complements of 
Habitable Spaces!

There's A Day For Everything

In case you didn't already know ... there's something every day to celebrate!
Here are some of the fun, unusual, or forgotten holidays this week:



Kingsbury News Past

All the news that's fit to print about what was happening in Kingsbury . . .

The February 7, 1904 edition of the Houston Post had the Happyhammers section that showed up in every 
Sunday edition.  It was a page for young readers and this Sunday it included a request to join the "Haps" from 
little Abbie May Dale of Kingsbury.  I like that she says she doesn't have any pets but does have a baby sister!

In other news that day, Queen Victoria's granddaughter, Princess Alice, got married and "unlike most royal 
princesses, is really a very pretty girl" and also an "amateur firewoman", there was a long article on the "curse 
of gambling" and its affect on "factory girls", and Houston Paint Co. makes the "best roof paint" (was that a 

thing??). 

Get the best tools for your Spring plowing from Bering-Cortes, poor Mr. Pruiett from Guthrie, O.T. (Oklahoma 
Territory) fell from the Choctaw bridge and his head was "imbedded in the earth" (not the way I wanna go!), 

and get your hitching posts and "office railing" from J. W. Weems.

Also in 1904 news, poor Mr. Villela "an aged Mexican woodchopper" was killed by a street car on San Saba 
street in San Antonio, there's a new craze of collecting cigars that had been smoked by the celebrities of the day 

(some "cost $1 apiece"!!), prices of eggs are "way up" to 25 cents per dozen, and young men can learn 
"telegraphy" at the Houston Telegraph College.



Kingsbury Weather

Kingsbury weather for this week.  You can always get the latest weather in Kingsbury on the Kingsbury website 
under Calendar.

For current temperature, rainfall totals, wind speed, etc. just click on the bar at the bottom to go directly to the 
Baker Ranch weather station in Kingsbury.  You can view local conditions and all the other weather stations in 

the TexMesonet network.



Hello May!

This week sees the first days of the month of May.
May is the fifth month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian Calendars and the third month to have the length of 

31 days. May is also the month with the shortest name.
The month 'may' have been named for the Greek goddess Maia, who was identified with the Roman goddess of 
fertility, Bona Dea, whose festival was held in May.  The Roman poet Ovid had another idea: May, he said, was 

named for the maiores (the elders) and June for the iuniores (youth). 

The May birth flowers are the lily of the valley  and the hawthorn plant. 

The fragrant lily of the valley signifies sweetness, humility, and a return to happiness.
If you want to show your loved one that your life is complete with them, give them a few lilies of the valley.   

The other May flower is the hawthorn plant, which represents hope and supreme happiness.
Hawthorn signifies that you want only the best for the recipient.

 May Birthstone - Facts & Folklore 
The May birthstone, the emerald, was a favorite gem of Cleopatra and Catherine the Great.

It has long been associated with fertility, rebirth, and love. 
Emeralds, like aquamarine, are a form of the mineral beryl. In the 1700s, powdered emeralds were sold by 

chemists to help relieve pain. 
Today, it is thought that emeralds signify wisdom, growth, and patience. 

Wearing an emerald may help to strengthen your memory. If you dream of buying an emerald, someone you 
trust may deceive you.

Facts & Folklore About The Month Of May
  May was once considered a bad luck month to get married. There is a poem that says "Marry in May and you'll 

rue the day". 

  According to old superstitions, you should not buy a broom or wash blankets in May. 

  No month of the year either begins or ends on the same day as May.

  No United States president has ever died in May. It is the only month with that distinction.

  In the nursery rhyme “Here we go gathering nuts in May,” the word “nuts” was probably a corruption of “knots” 
meaning bunches of flowers.

In 2004, a study of 40,000 people showed that people born in May think themselves luckier than those born in 
any other month. 

Hoar frost on May 1st indicates a good harvest.
  A swarm of bees in May is worth a load of hay.
  In the middle of May comes the tail of winter.

The zodiac signs for May are Taurus (April 21 - May 20) and Gemini (May 21 - June 21).

The first Saturday is the Kentucky Derby.
The second Sunday in May is Mother's Day.

Old saying:  April showers bring May flowers.
Old joke:  What do May flowers bring?

answer: Pilgrims.  (or June bugs)



This week is a very special one for night sky viewing.  The Eta Aquariids meteor shower appears in May. It is 
visible from about April 21 to about May 20 each year with peak activity on or around May 6.  

This year, the night of Saturday, May 4, into the early morning of Sunday, May 5, will be the best time to view the 
meteor shower, not only because it is the peak of the shower but also because it falls on the same night as a 

new moon, meaning there will be no moonlight to disrupt your view!

The Arietids shower from May 22-July 2, and peaks on June 7. The Virginids also shower at various dates in 
May.

City Commission Workshop And KIC-P2 Meeting

The Kingsbury Incorporation Committee - Phase 2 meets on the first Wednesday of each month.  The meeting is 
also a workshop for the Kingsbury City Commission.  The next meeting is

Wednesday, May 1st

What the heck is KIC?  This is the committee that originally looked at what Seguin had done with their ETJ 
(extra-territorial jurisdiction) and how it had enveloped all of Kingsbury.  The KIC worked on several options and 
then determined that incorporation was the best path for our Kingsbury - a decision wholeheartedly embraced by 

the citizens here with the landslide vote (over 97%) to incorporate.

Now the KIC is in "Phase 2" where they are involved with many other topics related to our area.  The KIC-P2 
Committee meets to discuss fundraisers and events, city related topics, the Kingsbury Independent newspaper, 
and all the other issues that affect the Kingsbury area.  The Kingsbury City Commission takes advantage of this 
meeting every month and uses it as a workshop for the next Commission meeting on the third Monday of each 

month.

Meetings take place in Kingsbury VFD fire station at 7:00 pm on the first Wednesday of each month.  You can 
always find the meetings in the Kingsbury Calendar on the website.

Drop by to see what's going on with the local government and topics concerning our community and possibly join 
a great group of people working for our area!



Kingsbury Lutheran Church

The Kingsbury Evangelists' Lutheran Church and the parsonage (to the left of the church) in 1892 in it's original 
location.  The church was originally on Kingsbury Road as it is today (Kingsbury is the dirt road in the picture), 

but was further south in the first block north of the railroad tracks.

The entire church building was moved to it's present location many years ago but the original parsonage is still 
there today, but just a portion is left (pictured below in 2008).



Know someone that should be on the Kingsbury Newsletter eMail List?

Send them this email!  All they need to do is go to the Kingsbury website, click on the weird little dog at the bottom of 
any page, and fill out their name and email address.  It's so easy!  Let's get everybody to be "in the know" about 

what's going on in their community.

Thanks!
Kingsbury News & Information

For more information any time
Visit our website - www.kingsburytexas.org

Visit us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/KingsburyTexas

   Check out the Kingsbury Calendar & Weather   

   Check out previous News & Information Newsletters   
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