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Dear Kingsbury,

Here's the latest on what's going on in Kingsbury!

Here Comes 2019!

We have successfully completed another orbit around the sun!  The new year begins this week and while celebrations 
vary all over the world, common traditions include:

Making resolutions or goals to improve one’s life.  Common resolutions concern diet, exercise, bad habits, and other 
issues concerning personal wellness.

A common view is to use the first day of the year as a clean slate to improve one’s life.
A gathering of loved ones: Here you’ll typically find champagne, feasting, confetti, noise makers, and other methods of 

merriment Fireworks, parades, concerts.
Famous parades include London’s New Year’s Day Parade and the Rose Parade in Pasadena, California.

Superstitions concerning food or visitors to bring luck.  This especially includes circle-shaped foods, which symbolize 
cycles.

The reasoning behind superstitions is that the first day of the year sets precedent for the following days.
A common superstition specific to New Year’s Day concerns a household’s first visitor of the year—tradition states that 
if a tall, dark-haired stranger is the first to walk through your door, called the First Footer or Lucky Bird, you’ll have good 

luck all year.
Also, if you want to subscribe to superstition, don’t let anything leave the house on New Year’s Day, except for people. 

Tradition say’s: don’t take out the trash and leave anything you want to take out of the house on New Year’s outside 
the night before. If you must remove something, make sure to replace it by bringing an item into the house. These 

policies of balance apply in other areas as well—avoiding paying bills, breaking anything, or shedding tears.

The first of January was a highly significant day in medieval superstitions regarding prosperity, or lack of it, in the year 
ahead.  A flat cake was put on one of the horns of a cow in every farmyard.  The farmer and his workers would then 

sing a song and dance around the cow until the cake was thrown to the ground.  If it fell in front of the cow, that 
signified good luck; to fall behind indicated the opposite.
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I think it is much easier to eat some black-eyed peas and cabbage and just ensure a lucky and prosperous new year!

There's A Day For Everything

In case you didn't already know ... there's something every day to celebrate!
Here are some of the fun, unusual, or forgotten holidays this week:

December 30 - National Bicarbonate of Soda Day, Falling Needles Family Fest Day, Bacon Day
December 31 - National Champagne Day, No Interruptions Day, Leap Second Time Adjustment Day, Make Up Your 

Mind Day, New Years Eve, Universal Hour of Peace
January 1 - New Years Day, National Hangover Day, National Bloody Mary Day

January 2 - National Science Fiction Day, National Personal Trainer Awareness Day, National Buffet Day, National 
Cream Puff Day

January 3 - National Chocolate Covered Cherry Day, National Drinking Straw Day, National Fruitcake Toss Day
January 4 - National Missouri Day, National Spaghetti Day, National Trivia Day

January 5 - National Keto Day, National Bird Day, National Whipped Cream Day, National Screenwriters Day

Kingsbury T-Shirts - Now Available Online!

You can now order your awesome Kingsbury T-Shirt online and have it arrive at your door!
Just go to the Kingsbury website and click "SHOP" and select the items you want.  Pay with a credit card or PayPal 

and then just wait for your new, fabulous Kingsbury wear to come to you!

The new Kingsbury T-Shirts have a graphic of downtown Kingsbury on Railway street and the Kingsbury logo:
LIVING. SIMPLY. WELL.



That says it all, doesn't it?!
They're $20 and are available in blue, pink, turquoise, red, and the classic black.

The Kingsbury depot T-shirts are also available on the website in the Kingsbury Shoppe that have an image of the old 
Kingsbury Depot that stood next to the tracks across from the old Post Office.  One of the steam locomotives that used 

to stop here in Kingsbury is shown idling next to the depot, waiting for the next car load of cattle or travelers to New 
Orleans or San Francisco.  The image includes the original writing at the bottom of the picture: "Depot KiNGsbury 

TEX."  The back of the shirt has the Kingsbury logo "LIVING. SIMPLY. WELL." and the Kingsbury website.
They're a bargain at just $10!

Visit the Kingsbury website at www.kingsburytexas.org to get your new T-shirt sent to you today!

Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Department

Regular meetings of the Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Department are scheduled for the first Thursday of each month at 
7:30 at KVFD Fire Station #1.  The next is

Thursday, January 3rd

Stop by to learn what you can do to help your community as a firefighter, a supporter, or as a first-responder.

The KVFD Auxiliary has their meetings on the first Thursday of most months starting in March.  The next meeting of 
2019 will be Thursday, March 7th and all meetings start at 6:00 p.m. in the Kingsbury VFD fire station.  Come by and 

be a part of the awesome KVFD Auxiliary!



Kingsbury News Past

All the news that's fit to print about what was happening in Kingsbury . . .

The Tuesday, August 12, 1902 edition of the Houston Post  had a short line item that the Honorable John C. Scott 
spoke in Kingsbury to a "fair sized audience".  According to some other mentions in the paper that day, Judge Scott 
was, at the time, running for office against Judge J. B. Dibrell and it seems Kingsbury was one of the speaking stops 
he made.  Did he speak in a public building?  Or did he set up a podium in the street?  Maybe he spoke from the deck 

of the train depot or one of the balconies overlooking Railway Street.

Elsewhere, the front page news that day was all about a crazy gun battle that went on in the "ladies coach" of the No. 
2 train on the San Antonio and Aransas Pass railroad.  It's not mentioned specifically here, but W.T. Eldridge and 

Captain Dunovant were prominent rice and sugar planters and business partners on the Cane Belt Railroad.  They had 
a major falling out and  Dunovant was reportedly going around Eagle Lake calling Eldridge a liar, a cheat, and "a dog-
face sonofabitch" and had publicly threatened to kill Eldridge.  This newspaper article gives a blow-by-blow of what 
happened that day on the train.  After all this, Dunovant's sister commissioned an "Avenging Angel" statue (complete 
with sword and an epitaph reading "I will be avenged") for his grave and Eldridge was attacked by men related to or 

supportive of Dunovant.  In one attack, Dunovant's brother-in-law, W.E. Calhoun, sniped Eldridge with a 30-30 



Winchester wounding him badly, but he survived and in 1904 was acquitted for killing Dunovant.  Later that year, in a 
near replay, Eldridge was on a train when Calhoun boarded the same train.  Eldridge filled Dunovant's kinsman with 

lead before he could draw his pistol.

In other, non-violent news, the blind trotting horse "Rythmic" ended up winning the race at Brighton Beach.  I found a 
photograph in the New York Tribune of the blind Rythmic winning that day by quite a distance!  Every Woman 

aparently needs this "Marvel Whirling Spray" - you can read what it is, I don't even know how (or want to) explain it.  
But if you're in need of Cuba baking molasses (and aren't we all?), McCullough Syrup Refining Co. has a "large 

stock", and be on the lookout for a bay horse with a "long slender body" and a "grass rope".  There's also a "small 
Jersey calf" that's been stolen or strayed near the corner of Texas and Caroline which today is smack-dab in the 

middle of downtown Houston with nothing but high-rise buildings, but apparently had cows running around there in 
1902.



Hello January

In addition to the first of the new year, this is the first week of the new month of January.

January was originally the eleventh month, not the first, until at least 153 B.C.

January is named after the Roman god Janus, who was always shown as having two heads. He looked back to
the last year and forward to the new one. The Roman New Year festival was called the Calends, and people

decorated their homes and gave each other gifts.

Janus am I; oldest of potentates;
Forward I look, and backward, and below

I count, as god of avenues and gates,
The years that through my portals come and go.

---- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, American poet (1807–82)

The January birthstone, the garnet, is thought to keep the wearer safe during travel.  Garnets were also thought to 
prevent nightmares. If you dream of losing a garnet necklace, unexpected good fortune is in your future.

The January birth flowers are the carnation and snowdrop.  The carnation comes in several different colors, which 
convey different meanings, much like roses. A pink carnation means affection, while a red carnation means ‘I love you.’ 
 White carnations mean pure love, striped carnations mean regret that a love is not shared, and yellow means rejection 

or disappointment. 

The snowdrop used to be considered bad luck because it always seemed to grow in graveyards, but nowadays, this 
delicate flower signifies hope and beauty.



The new year opens—old is past,
Stern winter comes with its rough blast:

See the farmer shivering with cold,
Driving his flocks and herds to fold.

—The 1793 Old Farmer’s Almanac

Kingsbury Weather

Kingsbury weather for this week.  You can always get the latest weather in Kingsbury on the Kingsbury website 
under Calendar.

For current temperature, rainfall totals, wind speed, etc. just click on the bar at the bottom to go directly to the Baker 
Ranch weather station in Kingsbury.  You can view local conditions and all the other weather stations in the 

TexMesonet network.

Stop Forced Annexation

During the last legislative session, counties in Texas were designated as Tier 1 (less than 500,000 in population) and 
Tier 2 (greater than 500,000 in population) and the cities in a Tier 2 county can no longer force annex people's property 



into their city limits - the people get a chance to vote on being annexed or not.  If a county is a Tier 1 (like Guadalupe), 
the cities in it can still forcibly annex properties, giving the annexed property owners no choice but to pay that city's 

property taxes and abide by their laws, and restrictions.

But there is a way to have a Tier 1 county designated as a Tier 2 and stop forced annexations.  When 10% of the 
registered voters in the county sign a petition, the county must add a proposition to the next election that gives the 

citizens the chance to vote on changing the county to a Tier 2.  Several counties in Texas have already had a petition 
drive to get the Tier 2 designation on the ballot and have voted with a resounding "Yes" - Parker, Wise, Johnson, 

Freestone, Palo Pinto, Ellis, and Atascosa.  Many others, like Guadalupe, are now working to get that proposition on 
their next ballot.

The City of Kingsbury, by law and by conscience, only annexes when requested by the landowner.  The city leaders do 
not believe in forced annexation and were some of the first to sign the petition to change Guadalupe county to a Tier 2. 

 If you would also like to join the effort and sign a petition, you can contact Kingsbury City Commissioner Frank 
Ignasiak at (830) 433-1668 or Mayor Shirley Nolen at (830) 491-8863 or at 323-KINGSBURY.  They can drop off and 

pick up petition sheets anywhere in the Kingsbury area.  Curbside service!

You can also check out the effort on the web at www.stopforcedannexation-gc.com and on FaceBook at 
www.facebook.com/StopForcedAnnexationinGuadalupeCounty/

The petitions have to be complete by February 8, 2019 to get on the May ballot.  That's just 40 days from today so get 
involved and call now!

City Commission Workshop and KIC-P2 Meeting

The Kingsbury Incorporation Committee - Phase 2 meets on the first Wednesday of each month.  The next meeting is

Wednesday, January 2nd

What the heck is KIC?  This is the committee that originally looked at what Seguin had done with their ETJ (extra-
territorial jurisdiction) and how it had enveloped all of Kingsbury.  The KIC worked on several options and then 

determined that incorporation was the best path for our Kingsbury - a decision wholeheartedly embraced by the citizens 
here with the landslide vote (over 97%) to incorporate.

Now the KIC is in "Phase 2" where they are involved with many other topics related to our area.  The KIC-P2 
Committee meets to discuss fundraisers and events, city related topics, the Kingsbury Independent newspaper, and all 
the other issues that affect the Kingsbury area.  The Kingsbury City Commission takes advantage of this meeting every 

month and uses it as a workshop for the next Commission meeting on the third Monday of each month.

Meetings take place in Kingsbury VFD fire station at 7:00 pm on the first Wednesday of each month.  You can always 
find the meetings in the Kingsbury Calendar on the website.

Drop by to see what's going on and possibly join a great group of people working for our area!



Powers Store

 A great picture of downtown Kingsbury and businessmen in front of Powers Store.  Mr. William R. Powers (1859 - 
1934) is the gentleman sitting on the front porch of the store.

The note on the W. R. Powers letterhead is to Mr. Powers daughter, "Miss Coloma Powers" (1884 - 1969) telling her 
that "Mr. Oskar Weinert and another young man are in town and they are coming down to the house after a while. 

 Yours Respectfully, Henry."  The letterhead has a date field of "189__" so it was written in the 1890s and Coloma was 
probably a teenager.  The entire letterhead reads: "Office of W. R. Powers, Dealer In Dry Goods, Groceries, Hardware, 

Wagon Material, and Medicine.  Hats, Caps, Boots, Rubbers and Ready Made Clothing.  Customers Will Find Our 
Stock Complete, Comprising Many Articles it is Impossible to Enumerate.  Lowest Prices for Cash.  Kingsbury, Texas, 

________ 189__."  The Powers Store burned in the fire of 1911.



Know someone that should be on the Kingsbury Newsletter eMail List?

Send them this email!  All they need to do is go to the Kingsbury website, click on the weird little dog at the bottom of any 
page, and fill out their name and email address.  It's so easy!  Let's get everybody to be "in the know" about what's going on 

in their community.



Thanks!
Kingsbury News & Information

For more information any time
Visit our website - www.kingsburytexas.org

Visit us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/KingsburyTexas

   Check out the Kingsbury Calendar & Weather   

   Check out previous News & Information Newsletters   

This email was sent to kingsburytexas@gmail.com

why did I get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

City of Kingsbury · PO Box 99 · Kingsbury, TX 78638-0099 · USA 


