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Dear Kingsbury,

Here's the latest on what's going on in Kingsbury!

St. Patrick's Day

Today, March 17th, is St. Patrick's Day.

Saint Patrick, who lived during the fifth century, is the patron saint and national apostle of Ireland. Born in Roman 
Britain, he was kidnapped and brought to Ireland as a slave at the age of 16. He later escaped, but returned to 

Ireland and was credited with bringing Christianity to its people. In the centuries following Patrick’s death 
(believed to have been on March 17, 461), the mythology surrounding his life became ever more ingrained in the 

Irish culture: Perhaps the most well known legend is that he explained the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit) using the three leaves of a native Irish clover, the shamrock.

Since around the ninth or 10th century, people in Ireland have been observing the Roman Catholic feast day of 
St. Patrick on March 17. Interestingly, however, the first parade held to honor St. Patrick’s Day took place not in 

Ireland but in the United States. On March 17, 1762, Irish soldiers serving in the English military marched 
through New York City. Along with their music, the parade helped the soldiers reconnect with their Irish roots, as 

well as with fellow Irishmen serving in the English army.
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The Kingsbury City Commission meets on the third Monday of each month.  The next meeting is

Monday, March 18th at 6:30 pm

All meetings are now held at the Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Station at 1060 FM 1104.

The Commission enacts policies, adopts ordinances and resolutions, and establishes the annual budget to 
provide services to the public and conduct the city.  All Commission meetings are open to the public. Citizens are 

encouraged to attend and participate in City Government! 

You can see the schedules and agendas for all Kingsbury City Commission workshops, public hearings, and 
regular and special meetings on the Kingsbury webite.

There's A Day For Everything

In case you didn't already know ... there's something every day to celebrate!
Here are some of the fun, unusual, or forgotten holidays this week:

March 17 - National Corned Beef and Cabbage Day, St. Patrick’s Day
March 18 - National Awkward Moments Day, National Lacy Oatmeal Cookie Day, National Sloppy Joe Day, 

National Biodiesel Day, National Supreme Sacrifice Day
March 19 - National Poultry Day, National Chocolate Caramel Day, National Let’s Laugh Day, National Certified 

Nurses Day, World Social Work Day
March 20 - National Ravioli Day, National Proposal Day, National Kick Butts Day, Spring Begins

March 21 - National Common Courtesy Day, National Countdown Day, National Single Parents Day, National 
Fragrance Day, National California Strawberry Day, National French Bread Day, National Farm Rescuer Day

March 22 - National Goof Off Day, National Bavarian Crepes Day, National West Virginia Day, National Puppy 
Day

March 23 - National Chia Day, National Chip and Dip Day, National Near Miss Day, National Melba Toast Day, 
National Corn Dog Day

Kingsbury T-Shirts - Now Available Online!

You can now order your awesome Kingsbury T-Shirt online and have it arrive at your door!



Just go to the Kingsbury website and click "SHOP" and select the items you want.  Pay with a credit card or 
PayPal and then just wait for your new, fabulous Kingsbury wear to come to you!

The new Kingsbury T-Shirts have a graphic of downtown Kingsbury on Railway street and the Kingsbury logo:
LIVING. SIMPLY. WELL.

That says it all, doesn't it?!
They're $20 and are available in blue, pink, turquoise, red, and the classic black.

The Kingsbury depot T-shirts are also available on the website in the Kingsbury Shoppe that have an image of 
the old Kingsbury Depot that stood next to the tracks across from the old Post Office.  One of the steam 

locomotives that used to stop here in Kingsbury is shown idling next to the depot, waiting for the next car load of 
cattle or travelers to New Orleans or San Francisco.  The image includes the original writing at the bottom of the 
picture: "Depot KiNGsbury TEX."  The back of the shirt has the Kingsbury logo "LIVING. SIMPLY. WELL." and 

the Kingsbury website.
They're a bargain at just $10!

Visit the Kingsbury website at www.kingsburytexas.org to get your new T-shirt sent to you today!

Spring Has Sprung!

This Wednesday, March 20th, is the Vernal Equinox which marks the first day of Spring. 
Astronomically speaking, the equinox falls on March 19 or 20 every year, marking spring’s beginning in the 

Northern Hemisphere (whereas it announces fall’s arrival in the Southern Hemisphere). The equinox happens at 
the same moment worldwide, even if our clock times reflect a different time zone.

At the Vernal Equinox, the Sun crosses the celestial equator on its way north along the ecliptic.  All over the 
world, days and nights are approximately equal. The name equinox comes from Latin words which mean “equal 

night”—aequus (equal) and nox (night).  Enjoy the increasing sunlight hours, with earlier dawns and later 
sunsets.

Equinoxes are the only two times a year that Sun only rises due east and sets due west for all of us on Earth!

While the Sun passes overhead, the tilt of the Earth is zero relative to the Sun, which means that Earth’s axis 
neither points toward nor away from the Sun. (Note, however, that the Earth never orbits upright, but is always 

tilted on its axis by about 23.5 degrees.)



After the Spring equinox, the Norther Hemisphere tilts toward the Sun, which is why we start to get longer, 
sunnier days

SIGNS OF THE EQUINOX IN NATURE
The vernal equinox signals the beginning of nature’s renewal in the Northern Hemisphere.

Worms begin to emerge from the earth. Even the March Moon is called “The Full Worm Moon” for this reason.
Notice the arc of the Sun across the sky as it shifts toward the north. Birds are migrating northward, along with 

the path of the Sun.
The increasing sunlight triggers bird song.

Trees, shrubs and flowers are sensitive to temperature and daylength, too. Since ancient days, people have 
used them as indicators of when the weather is right for planting. For example: Blooming crocus are your cue to 

plant radishes, parsnips and spinach.
Of course, the longer days bring warmer weather. Both we and the animals around us strip off our clothes and 

heavy coats.
March is time to start gardens and sow seeds in many regions.

EQUINOX FOLKLORE
According to folklore, you can stand a raw egg on its end on the equinox.

In earlier times, the vernal equinox was considered the beginning of the new year. It has always been an 
important day to those who work the land because it signifies the beginning of the season of regeneration and 

growth.

There are many ancient sites that mark the equinoxes (and solstices). One of the most famous ancient Spring 
equinox celebrations was at Chichen Itza in Mexico. The Mayans built a huge pyramid around the year A.D. 

1000.  The play of the Sun’s light on it signals the beginning of the seasons. On the spring equinox, it looks like a 
huge snake is slithering down the steps. Mayans called this day “the return of the Sun serpent.”

SPRING VERSE
"One swallow does not make a spring."

"Bluebirds are a sign of spring; warm weather and gentle south breezes they bring."

"In spring, no one thinks of the snow that fell last year."

"Don’t say that spring has come until you can put your foot on nine daisies."

"Spring-time sweet!
The whole Earth smiles, thy coming to greet."

Volunteer Work Days at Pioneer Flight Museum



The Old Kingsbury Aerodrome and the Pioneer Flight Museum are on Pershing Lane just off of FM 1104 in 
Kingsbury.

They usually have one or two days a month where they invite volunteers to come and help with the buildings, 
grounds, planes, vehicles, and other equipment.

The next Volunteer Work Day will be 
Saturday, March 23rd

There's always projects that should pique a variety of interests:  the WWI Dodd Field Hangar and Car Barn, are 
still "works in progress", plus 

there are always aircraft and Model T's that need TLC. Please consider joining and helping out!

Full Worm Moon

In 2019, the full Moon of March rises the same day as the vernal equinox—marking the start of spring! How 
fitting for what we call the “Full Worm Moon.” March also brings the final supermoon of 2019.

The March full Moon is particularly special because it reaches its peak on the same day as the spring equinox, 
on March 20, 2019. The last time the full Moon and the spring equinox coincided this closely (4 hours apart) was 

in March 2000, but the last time they occurred on the same date was on March 20, 1981!

This full Moon is also a supermoon, meaning the Moon will be nearly at its closest to Earth for the month of 
March. It’s the year’s third (and final) of three straight full supermoons. This means that the Moon may “appear” 

brighter and bigger than normal, provided the night sky is clear and dark.

Did you know: Easter Sunday (in the Western Christian Church)     is celebrated on the first Sunday after the full 
Moon that occurs on or just after the vernal equinox. 

Since the full Moon AND the vernal equinox both fall on March 20 this year (in North America, at least), you 
might expect that Easter Sunday would be on the following Sunday, March 24. 

However, for simplicity’s sake, the Church set a fixed date for the equinox, March 21. Additionally, the Church 
does not rely on the date of the astronomical full Moon, but rather the ecclesiastical full Moon, which occurs on 
the 14th day of the ecclesiastical lunar month. The date of the ecclesiastical full Moon may fall one to two days 
before the astronomical full Moon. Therefore, because the first full Moon after March 21 doesn’t occur until April 

19 this year, Easter Sunday 2019 falls on Sunday, April 21! 

(This is not the first time the church’s “set” equinox and astronomy’s “moving” equinox affected Easter’s date; it 
last happened in 1981 and will happen again in 2038.)



Traditionally, the Moon we see in March is called the Full Worm Moon. At this time of the year, the ground begins 
to soften enough for earthworm casts to reappear, inviting robins and birds to feed—a true sign of spring. Roots 

start to push their way up through the soil, and the Earth experiences a re-birth as it awakens from its winter 
slumber.  There are many alternative names for the March Moon. One name was the Full Sap Moon, as this is 

the time of year when the sap of sugar maples starts to flow.

Other traditional names for the March full moon

Mohawk - Much Lateness Moon
Zuni - Little Sand Storm Moon

Pueblo - Moon When the Leaves Break Forth
Omaha - Little Frog Moon

Hopi - Moon of the Whispering Wind
Cree - Eagle Moon

Choctaw - Moon of Winds
Shoshone - Warming Moon

Dakotah Sioux - Moon When Eyes Are Sore From Bright Snow
Arapaho - Buffalo Dropping Their Calves Moon
Cherokee - Strawberry Moon or Windy Moon

Comanche - Cotton Ball Moon
Creek - Little Spring Moon

Lakota - Moon of the Sore Eyes
Ponca - Water Stands in the Ponds Moon

Shawnee - Sap Moon

Colonial American - Fish Moon
Chinese - Sleepy Moon
Celtic - Moon of Winds

Medieval English - Chaste Moon
Neo Pagan - Death Moon

Kingsbury News Past

All the news that's fit to print about what was happening in Kingsbury . . .

The December 18, 1903 edition of the Houston Post had an article about a new tarriff implemented by the 
Texas railroad commission on commodities.  There was an extra charge put on "building material" that 
apparently included kaolin (a kind of clay mineral), "common shells", cinders, and "barnyard manure".  

Barnyard manure is a building material?  I'm sure Kingsbury had plenty of manure to ship at that time, but 
instead we were shipping sand of all things.  I wonder where in the Kingsbury area they getting tons of sand?  

Wherever they got it, it was going to cost an extra 40 cents per ton to ship it to San Antonio.



In other 1903 news, there's a sale on "Women's Hair Devices" in shell, ebony, amber, rhinestones, and "dead 
black", get your "wife, mother or daughter" a nice phaeton buggy for a present, and there's a $5 reward to find a 
lost "wolf color" dog that "carries head high".  The Shriners are inducting a new group of "unpurified novices" 
with a whole lot of camel's milk, Munyon's Witch Hazel Soap is a "soap for everybody", Houston Gas Light 

Co. has all the coal you need for a massive furnace like in the picture, and Bering-Cortes has a great selection of 
"plum pudding moulds" (and who doesn't need one of those?!) and "raisin seeders".  In 1903, raisins weren't 

seedless (because the original grapes weren't either) so you had to de-seed them yourself!

Elsewhere, "farms in the bottom" of the Hearne area are having a problem with the blind staggers (usually 
caused by locoweed or other plants high in selenium), a train car burgler really wanted some sardines (yuck!), 

and there is a big group of Hungarians passing through Victoria on their way to a new colony near there.  There 
is also a rush on for Stude's fruit cake that is good enough for the "most fastidious", the Hotel Bristol is looking 

for an "experienced elevator boy", poor Mr. James was ambushed and killed (could it have something to do 
with the "assassins of the Humphries" that he hunted down a few years ago?), and Jno. H. Kirby is looking for a 
coachman that "thoroughly understands horses; Englishman preferred".  I wonder if he found one that met those 

requirements?



Kingsbury Weather

Kingsbury weather for this week.  You can always get the latest weather in Kingsbury on the Kingsbury website 
under Calendar.

For current temperature, rainfall totals, wind speed, etc. just click on the bar at the bottom to go directly to the 
Baker Ranch weather station in Kingsbury.  You can view local conditions and all the other weather stations in 

the TexMesonet network.

A Step In Time!

A picture taken in Kingsbury with writing describing it as "Old Hotel" and "Coates Gin."
The gin is in the background and is the cotton gin owned by A. T. Coates.  Albert Thadeus Coates was born 

September 25, 1866 in Missouri and lived in Kingsbury until he passed on November 22, 1955.  The tall 
smokestack in the background may have been part of the cotton gin also.  The "old hotel" is the building on the 
right and is actually the old Wolfshohl Hotel (see last week's Newsletter).  There are stacks and stacks of wood 
on the left side of the picture - for the wood burning stoves and fireplaces?  For steam engines?  Fence posts? 

 For the lumber yard?



Know someone that should be on the Kingsbury Newsletter eMail List?

Send them this email!  All they need to do is go to the Kingsbury website, click on the weird little dog at the bottom of 
any page, and fill out their name and email address.  It's so easy!  Let's get everybody to be "in the know" about 

what's going on in their community.

Thanks!
Kingsbury News & Information

For more information any time
Visit our website - www.kingsburytexas.org

Visit us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/KingsburyTexas

   Check out the Kingsbury Calendar & Weather   

   Check out previous News & Information Newsletters   
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