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Dear Kingsbury,

Here's the latest on what's going on in Kingsbury!

Thanksgiving Day

This Thursday is Thanksgiving Day.  And next Monday, November 26, marks the day that President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signs a bill officially establishing the fourth Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day in 1941.

The tradition of celebrating the holiday on Thursday dates back to the early history of the Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay 
colonies, when post-harvest holidays were celebrated on the weekday regularly set aside as “Lecture Day,” a midweek church 

meeting where topical sermons were presented. A famous Thanksgiving observance occurred in the autumn of 1621, when 
Plymouth governor William Bradford invited local Indians to join the Pilgrims in a three-day festival held in gratitude for the 

bounty of the season.

Thanksgiving became an annual custom throughout New England in the 17th century, and in 1777 the Continental Congress 
declared the first national American Thanksgiving following the Patriot victory at Saratoga. In 1789, President George 

Washington became the first president to proclaim a Thanksgiving holiday, when, at the request of Congress, he proclaimed 
November 26, a Tuesday, as a day of national thanksgiving for the U.S. Constitution. However, it was not until 1863, when 
President Abraham Lincoln declared Thanksgiving to fall on the last Thursday of November, that the modern holiday was 

celebrated nationally.

With a few deviations, Lincoln’s precedent was followed annually by every subsequent president–until 1939. In 1939, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt departed from tradition by declaring November 23, the next to last Thursday that year, as Thanksgiving Day. 

Considerable controversy surrounded this deviation, and some Americans refused to honor Roosevelt’s declaration. For the 
next two years, Roosevelt repeated the unpopular proclamation, but on November 26, 1941, he admitted his mistake and 

signed a bill into law officially making the fourth Thursday in November the national holiday of Thanksgiving Day.
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There's A Day For Everything

In case you didn't already know ... there's something every day to celebrate!
Here are some of the fun, unusual, or forgotten holidays this week:

November 18th - National Princess Day, National Vichyssoise Day, Mickey Mouse Birthday
November 19th - National Carbonated Beverage With Caffeine Day, National Play Monopoly Day

November 20th - National Peanut Butter Fudge Day, National Absurdity Day
November 21st - National Red Mitten Day, National Stuffing Day, National Gingerbread Cookie Day, Tie One On Day, National 

Jukebox Day
November 22nd - National Cranberry Relish Day, National Day of Mourning, Thanksgiving Day, Turkey-free Thanksgiving
November 23rd - National Cashew Day, National Eat a Cranberry Day, National Espresso Day, National Day of Listening, 

National Native American Heritage Day, Black Friday, Buy Nothing Day, Flossing Day, Maize Day, You’re Welcomegiving Day
November 24th - National Sardines Day, Small Business Saturday

Kingsbury T-Shirts - Now Available Online!

You can now order your awesome Kingsbury T-Shirt online and have it arrive at your door!
Just go to the Kingsbury website and click "SHOP" and select the items you want.  Pay with a credit card or PayPal and then 

just wait for your new, fabulous Kingsbury wear to come to you!

The new Kingsbury T-Shirts have a graphic of downtown Kingsbury on Railway street and the Kingsbury logo:
LIVING. SIMPLY. WELL.
That says it all, doesn't it?!

They're $20 and are available in blue, pink, turquoise, red, and the classic black.



The Kingsbury depot T-shirts are also available on the website in the Kingsbury Shoppe that have an image of the old 
Kingsbury Depot that stood next to the tracks across from the old Post Office.  One of the steam locomotives that used to stop 

here in Kingsbury is shown idling next to the depot, waiting for the next car load of cattle or travelers to New Orleans or San 
Francisco.  The image includes the original writing at the bottom of the picture: "Depot KiNGsbury TEX."  The back of the shirt 

has the Kingsbury logo "LIVING. SIMPLY. WELL." and the Kingsbury website.
They're a bargain at just $10!

Visit the Kingsbury website at www.kingsburytexas.org to get your new T-shirt sent to you today!

Full Beaver Moon

This week will be the full moon known as the Full Beaver Moon.
The full Moon crests on Thursday, November 23 at 11:39 P.M. CST, which means that the full Moon occurs on Thanksgiving 

night!

November’s full Moon was called the Beaver Moon by both the colonists and the Algonquin tribes because this was the time to 
set beaver traps before the swamps froze, to ensure a supply of warm winter furs.  It's also when beavers become particularly 

active - building their winter dams in preparation for the cold season.

Some of the other names for the November full moon are:

Colonial American - Beaver Moon
Chinese - White Moon

Celtic - Dark Moon
Medieval English - Snow Moon

Arapaho - Moon When the Rivers Start To Freeze
Cheyenne - Deer Rutting Moon

Mohawk - Time Of Much Poverty Moon
Choctaw - Moon of the Panther

Comanche - Heading to Winter Moon
Hopi - Moon of Fledgling Hawk

Pueblo - Moon When All Is Gathered In
Shawnee - Long Moon

Lakota - Moon When Winter Begins
Sioux - Falling Leaves Moon

Cherokee - Trading Moon
Choctaw - Sassafras Moon

Dakotah Sioux - Moon When Horns Are Broken Off

MOON FACTS

  Did you know: The spin-time of the Moon on its own axis is identical to the time it takes the Moon to revolve around Earth, 
which is why the Moon always keeps almost exactly the same face toward us.

  How much would you weigh on the Moon? Just multiply your weight (it doesn’t matter if it’s in pounds or kilograms) by 



0.165. You’d weigh about 80 percent less!

Kingsbury News Past

All the news that's fit to print about what was happening in Kingsbury . . .

The March 23, 1902 edition of the Houston Post had a million classifieds in it's 36-page Sunday edition, and one of those was 
a Wanted post for a temporary teacher needed "at once" in Kingsbury.  In 1902, this would have been at the old wood frame 
schoolhouse that is now the Kingsbury Methodist Church, seen below in 1904 just two years later, so many of the students 

shown would have been those in need of the teacher in the Want Ad.  The pay is $50 per month for two months - sounds like 
really good pay to me!  But if teaching is not your thing, there's an opening for a milk delivery wagon driver and openings for 

"men to handle lumber" in Deweyville but "married men preferred".

Also in 1902, Kiam's has all your Easter suit needs (you can get the Prince Albert for just $19), some "cracks" dynamited the 
safe of the Santa Fe Railroad - the safe was "blown to pieces", the building was shaken "six inches off its foundation", and 

they only made off with $4.32, and Mr. Kuehn is quite the busy bee and got caught with not two but three wives in different 
cities!  Also, it's "Hammock Season" so you can sit on one outside in your floor length dress and corset (ugh!), a big pear crop 

is expected in Alvin that should make up for the past couple of poor pear harvests, and fugitives are still on the lam after 
trying to kill the Palmer family and killing two bloodhounds on their trail over at Lytton Springs.



Elsewhere, drink Duffy's Pure Malt Whiskey to ensure living to a "Ripe Old Age" like Mr. and Mrs. Livingood (don't they 
look thrilled?!), Home Co-Operative Co. can get you into a new home for 18¢ a day, poor Miss Weeks "suicided with 

chloroform" because her sister became insane, and they're working to get all the "convict camps" in the Waco area "checked 
up" (sounds like there were a lot of these convict camps around!).

Miss White can make you all the button holes you need for just 1¢ a button hole (was that a thing to take your clothes to get 
button holes?), get your "erect form corsets" from Weingarten Bros. and get that incredibly uncomfortable-looking "True 

Perfection" look, poor farmer Parker is attacking people with a sword and now has "lunacy booked against him", and Kiam's 
is looking for a "bushelman" which is a tailor's assistant for repairing garments.

And someone lost an imitation alligator leather purse and the finder should "please return to Clarence Howell at Hollywood 
cemetery" (cemetery??  Not sure how you're going to get your "liberal reward" from someone at the cemetery.), F.H. Stewart 

has all your phaeton and surrey needs, and Texas Optical can get you looking oh so dapper with your new monicle - and 
"spectacle wipers given away free".  What's not to love?

New Board Member

The Crystal Clear special utility district swore in a new board member last Thursday - Marchell Gebhardt from Kingsbury.

During her first meeting as a board member, Marchell had placed on the agenda to discuss the $45 base fee that CCSUD 
charges every member, regardless of water usage.  No decision was made at this first introduction of this idea, but it was 



agreed to discuss it further.

Marchell and her family live here in Kingsbury and along with many households in the area, use Crystal Clear water.  She has 
been on the Cibolo City Council and committees there, is a current member and Treasurer of the Kingsbury Incorporation 

Committee-Phase 2, and now a board member of Crystal Clear.  She's shown that she's someone that has always stepped up 
to serve the public.

Marchell has said that she would like to hear from the Crystal Clear customers in the district and can be reached at (210) 863-
4187.

Kingsbury Weather

Kingsbury weather for this week.  You can always get the latest weather in Kingsbury on the Kingsbury website 
under Calendar.

Kingsbury City Commission Meeting

The Kingsbury City Commission meets on the third Monday of each month.  The next meeting is

Monday, November 19th at 6:30 pm

All meetings are now held at the Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Station at 1060 FM 1104.

The Commission enacts policies, adopts ordinances and resolutions, and establishes the annual budget to provide services to 
the public and conduct the city.  All Commission meetings are open to the public. Citizens are encouraged to attend and 

participate in City Government! 



Kingsbury 4-H Club Parade Float

The Kingsbury 4-H Club in the Fourth of July Parade around 1948.  The 4-H Clubs started in Guadalupe County in the mid-
1920s, so it was still fairly new when this picture was taken.  The old Reichman's building is in the background and some of 
the riders are John Charlie Littlejohn (with glasses), and Jackie Schmidt Ball (with hair braided around her head).  I'm sure 

there are those out there that can pick out several more - or see themselves!
Extra points if you can name the cute little sheep in the back.

Know someone that should be on the Kingsbury Newsletter eMail List?

Send them this email!  All they need to do is go to the Kingsbury website, click on the weird little dog at the bottom of any page, 
and fill out their name and email address.  It's so easy!  Let's get everybody to be "in the know" about what's going on in their 

community.



Thanks!
Kingsbury News & Information

For more information any time
Visit our website - www.kingsburytexas.org

Visit us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/KingsburyTexas

   Check out the Kingsbury Calendar & Weather   

   Check out previous News & Information Newsletters   
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