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Dear Kingsbury,

Here's the latest on what's going on in Kingsbury!

Christmas Basket Deliveries

The Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary had their annual Christmas basket assembly and delivery this 
Saturday.

The Auxiliary members baked homemade cookies, purchased lots of treats, fruit, and goodies, and put it all together 
to deliver to shut-ins and those who are at least 85 years young in the Kingsbury fire district.

This is an annual Christmas tradition with the Auxiliary and one that they plan to carry on for many, many years to 
come!

There's A Day For Everything

In case you didn't already know ... there's something every day to celebrate!
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Here are some of the fun, unusual, or forgotten holidays this week:

December 9th - National Pastry Day, Weary Willie Day
December 10th - Dewey Decimal System Day, Human Rights Day, Nobel Prize Day

December 11th - National App Day, National Noodle Ring Day
December 12th - National Ambrosia Day, National Ding-a-Ling Day, Gingerbread House Day, Poinsettia Day, 

Chanukah Begins
December 13th - National Guard Birthday, National Cocoa Day, National Violin Day, National Day Of The Horse

December 14th - National Alabama Day, National Bouillabaisse Day, National Salesperson Day – Second Friday in 
December, Free Shipping Day

December 15th - National Wear Your Pearls Day, National Cupcake/ Lemon Cupcake Day, Bill of Rights Day, Cat 
Herders Day, National Wreaths Across America Day

Stopping Forced Annexation in Guadalupe County

Texas is one of the only states that allows forced annexation, which means a municipality can annex a property 
against an owner’s will.  There is a petition drive underway in Guadalupe County to stop that.  The purpose of the 
petition is to add a proposition to the next election ballot that would, if passed, allow cities in Guadalupe County to 

annex areas into their city limits only if voted for by the citizens in that area.

During the last legislative session, counties in Texas were designated as Tier 1 (less than 500,000 in population) 
and Tier 2 (greater than 500,000 in population) and the cities in a Tier 2 county can no longer force annex people's 
property into their city limits - the people get a chance to vote on being annexed or not.  If a county is a Tier 1 (like 
Guadalupe), the cities in it can still forcibly annex properties, giving the annexed property owners no choice but to 

pay that city's property taxes and abide by their laws, and restrictions.

But there is a way to have a Tier 1 county designated as a Tier 2 and stop forced annexations.  When 10% of the 
registered voters in the county sign a petition, the county must add a proposition to the next election that gives the 

citizens the chance to vote on changing the county to a Tier 2.  Several counties in Texas have already had a 
petition drive to get the Tier 2 designation on the ballot and have voted with a resounding "Yes" - Parker, Wise, 
Johnson, Freestone, Palo Pinto, Ellis, and Atascosa.  Many others, like Guadalupe, are now working to get that 

proposition on their next ballot.

Marie Levy was a petition organizer in Atascosa county that just recently approved becoming a Tier 2 county with 
the election in November.  She said in the Pleasanton Express:  "Words cannot explain the relief we feel that in four 

short months we, the residents of Atascosa County, were able to make Texas history and end the century-old 
practice of unfair taking of our lands into municipalities’ boundaries without our consent. The ripple effect of this big 

splash will be felt throughout the county for many years to come, noticeably, saving our agricultural heritage and 
holding governing bodies more accountable to their constituents."

Now residents in Guadalupe county are also working to get that Tier 2 designation on the next ballot.  The petitions 
are out and available for signing by registered voters in the county.  It makes no difference if you live in the 

Kingsbury area or at the other end of the county in New Berlin or Cibolo, as long as you reside somewhere in 
Guadalupe County and are registered to vote, you can sign the petition.  To get the proposition on the next ballot in 

May, they have to have 10% of the registered voters sign a petition by February 8, 2019



The City of Kingsbury, by law and by conscience, only annexes when requested by the landowner.  The city leaders 
do not believe in forced annexation and were some of the first to sign the petition to change Guadalupe county to a 

Tier 2.  If you would also like to join the effort and sign a petition, you can contact Kingsbury City Commissioner 
Frank Ignasiak at (830) 433-1668 or Mayor Shirley Nolen at (830) 491-8863 or at 323-KINGSBURY.  They can drop 

off and pick up petition sheets anywhere in the Kingsbury area.  Curbside service!

You can also check out the effort on the web at www.stopforcedannexation-gc.com and on FaceBook 
at www.facebook.com/StopForcedAnnexationinGuadalupeCounty/

Volunteer Work Days at Pioneer Flight Museum

The Old Kingsbury Aerodrome and the Pioneer Flight Museum are on Pershing Lane just off of FM 1104 in 
Kingsbury.

They usually have one or two days a month where they invite volunteers to come and help with the buildings, 
grounds, planes, vehicles, and other equipment.

The next Volunteer Work Day will be 
Saturday, December 15th

There's always projects that should pique a variety of interests:  the WWI Dodd Field Hangar and Car Barn, are still 
"works in progress", plus 

there are always aircraft and Model T's that need TLC. Please consider joining and helping out!

Kingsbury News Past

All the news that's fit to print about what was happening in Kingsbury . . .

The June 20, 1902 edition of the Houston Post had an item under Bids And Proposals regarding Kingsbury.   It 
seems the G.H.&SA railway is taking bids "for loading gravel in its pits at Glidden and Kingsbury".  Do they want 
to load gravel into their pits from the trains?  That hardly seems likely.  It seems more likely that they are wanting 



to contract work to load gravel from the pits onto the trains.  The wording just seems a little odd to someone 116 
years later that's not in the gravel business!  There are a number of old gravel pits in the Kingsbury area and, of 

course, there is even Gravel Pit Road.

The bulk of that edition of the Post was about cotton crops, the potential building of the Panama Canal, and other 
dry and governmental topics.  One of the more interesting pieces were an article about oleomargarine "factories" 

cranking out "all the stuff they can" before "the new oleomargarine law becomes effective.  It's not stated here, but 
that was due to the Butter Wars where commercial butter manufacturers were making the margarine (often called 

"bugus butter") manufacturers dye their product something other than yellow in order to make them less 
competitive with butter.  Most states in the US (and most provinces in Canada) passed laws requiring margarine to 
be an off-putting pink (most states), red, brown, or even black (Wisconsin still had a coloring law up until 1967!).  

The federal government stepped in during 1902 and required an additional tax on oleomargarine and the article here 
was talking about trying to get as much margarine sold as possible before the tax began.

In other news, it appears you can use "mineral paint" (by the wooden barrel-full apparently) to fight boll weevils, 
Kirkland & Morrow have a train car load of Mediterranean oranges due to arrive, the Bandera Hotel in Bandera has 
hunting, fishing, mountain drives, and "telephone connections" (what more could you ask for?), and, in the Ladies 

Section, an article on how to rid your pet canary of bird lice (eww!)

Kingsbury Opry

Every Friday night, The Kingsbury Opry plays on at 10585 Hwy 90 East ( the building known to most locals as the 
"Old Bluebird Inn" ).  The music and dancing start at 5:00, and bring a pot luck dish and enjoy dinner at 6:15. 

There's no smoking and no alcohol, just good ol' pickin' and grinnin'!  Dance with the one that brung ya, have some 
pot luck goodies, and get up and sing with the band!  See more at Kingsbury Opry.



Kingsbury Weather

Kingsbury weather for this week.  You can always get the latest weather in Kingsbury on the Kingsbury website 
under Calendar.

Kingsbury Depot

Pictures of the Kingsbury Depot and the steam-powered locomotives that made the stops.
The railway through Kingsbury was originally part of the Galveston, Harrisburg & San Antonio Railway.  Construction 
on the railroad west of Columbus began in April of 1873.  The railroad reached Schulenburg in December, Waelder 
in the summer of 1874, Kingsbury in the summer of 1875, and Marion in the spring of 1876.  The rails did not reach 
San Antonio, 125 miles from Columbus, until February 5, 1877.  The railroad then was commonly called the Peirce 
Line, after Thomas W. Peirce - a name that appears on many an original Kingsbury deed.  The railroad itself used 

the nickname "Sunset Route," a name that was in general use by 1874 and was later adopted by the Southern 
Pacific for the entire line between New Orleans and Los Angeles.

Going by the writing on the sign in the more recent picture, the rail service appears to go "TO SAN FRANCISCO" 
and "TO NEW ORLEANS."  The man to the right with the crossed arms appears to be wearing a railway uniform and 

the little boy next to him just appears to be having a good ol' time!



Know someone that should be on the Kingsbury Newsletter eMail List?

Send them this email!  All they need to do is go to the Kingsbury website, click on the weird little dog at the bottom of any 
page, and fill out their name and email address.  It's so easy!  Let's get everybody to be "in the know" about what's going 

on in their community.

Thanks!
Kingsbury News & Information

For more information any time
Visit our website - www.kingsburytexas.org

Visit us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/KingsburyTexas



   Check out the Kingsbury Calendar & Weather   

   Check out previous News & Information Newsletters   
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